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Statement of Problem

As citizens living under a democratic form.of
government, we are proud of our system of public education.
Indeed we boast of our educational progress from 1864
up to the present .

But when we consider the fi.guDes

on illiteracy among the soldiers during the World War
on 1918-1919, our pride falls .
On

the basis of figures 700, 00 draftees of the

24,234, 021 draftees called up for military services,

were found to be illiterate.

Likewise, during 1941, the

president of The United States, Franklin D. Roosevelt,
instituted a special educational program for the reduction
of illiteracy amor:g selective service registrants rejected for military service, because of inability to pass
a fourth grade examination.

1

In 1930, the last year

for which comprehensive figures were available , the United
States had 4,283 , 753 illiterates over ten years of age, or
2

4.3% of that population age .

These illiterates came from all parts of the county
and from all classes and groups .

l.

u. s.

Government Manual, Bureau of Public Inquiries of the
Office of War Information, ''/ashington, D. c. 1940,p.130.

2 . Yust, ~alter - The Book of the Year - Encyclopedia Britannica
Chicago '11 , 1942 p . 342.
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World War I and World War II hel ped us to realize
some of the defects of our education and the need for
greater effort , especially a need for a wider extension of educational opportunity to all.
Jasper County Selective Service registrants
were listed among the 24, 234, 021 called for military
service and therefore were represented among the
700, 000 illiterate registrants .
OUr

problem then is to determine the adequacy of

Education for Negroes of Jasper County, Texas .

3

Purpose of Study
The purpose of this study is to determine the
adequacy of public education for Negroes of Jasper
County: (1) '.scertaining the ratio of the scholastics
to the number of schools; (2) the extent to which the
schools are accessible to the scholastics and

(3)

the extent to which the curriculum and the teaching
personnel meet the demand of these scholastics .
Previous s~roilar Studies
Carr ' s

Study, entitled, "Public Education in the

South" , presents a statistical co 11parison of eight
Southern States with the nation as a whole .

Comparisons

are made from three 9oints of view: (l) the average
percent of pupils enrolled in the public secondary and
elementary schools who are in daily attendance; (2)
the average number of days that schools are in session; and
(3)

the annual salary of teachers , princi:)als an'd supervi-

sors.

The significance of the study is that it reveals the

marked discrepancies existing between white and colored
3

educational conditions in the Southern states .
3 . Carr, .lilliam G. "Public EducPtion in the South."

"1esearch Division, };ational Education Association,
3chool and Society, Volume 35: p . 488- 95.

4

:mother related study was made by Ambrose
Caliver.

His study was entitled, "Availability of

Edu.atonal -wacilities to Negroes in Rural Communities . "

The purDose of the study was: (1) to indicate to what
extent educational facilities exist for Negroes in Rural
communities; (2) to show how accessible the facilities
are : (0) to reveal t .,._e amount and quality of the education
offered; and (4) to consider the probable effect of the
relationship between various factors investigated and the
accessibility, amount, and quality of education provided Negroes in rural communities .
His findir:gs were: (l.) the largest num.)er and most
difficult educational problems concerned with l1egroes are
found in rural areas; <2) the few schools provided in the

rurals are difficult of access; (3) the educational
facilities provided are meager in amount; (4)

the

education given is of poor quality; and (5) many of: the
factors of educational availibility are closely associated with one another, and their influence is accentuated
and operates most severely upon children in rural communities .
Finally another related study
Stewart .

W?S

made by W. Wallace

His investisation was concerned with the

4 . Cflliver, Ambrose - "Availability of Education to Negroes

in Rural Communities,"
Number 1s, 1935.

Office of Education, 3ulletin,

4
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"Availability of Education in Rural School for Negroes
in Louisiana."

It included thirty-six of the sixty-four

Parishes into Which the state of Louisiana was divided.
Parishes were also selected from each of the geographical
sections of the state.

The purpose of the study was

to present an over-view of the status of conditions which
at'fected the educ ~tion of the Negroes in rural communities.
The study revealed. (1) the Negro children or Louisiana
lacked adequ ate facilities to which they were entitled;
(2) the amount of education was meager with respect to the
number of schools provided; (3) the educational facilities
were not only limited and inferior, but difficult of access

because of little or no tran6uortation.
The study further revealed that the Negro children

of Louisiana I s rural school a

were handicapped by in-

sufficient water supply and improper heating and lighting
5

facilities.

s.

stewart , w. "/allace - "Factors Affecting the Education
of Negroes in the Rural Communities in Louisiana,"
Journal of Negro Education, Bureau of Educational
Research , Howard University, '.lashington, D. C. 1939,
Volume VIII P• 44-49.
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Scope of Study
This study i s to include all of the public schools
for Negroes in J,sper County.

It includes the historical

background of the county, number of scholastics, size
of the various schools, faculty, and the curriculum or
course offering and a description of the physical
plants of the schools .

Definition of Terms
Adequacy as used in this report may be construed
to mean the extent to which education is at the disposal
of the Negroes of Jasper County.
Scholastics refer to the pupils enrolled in the
Negro Public School s thro1.1ghout Jasper County.
Source of Data
Most of the information presented in this study was
gathered by the writer who went into the schools to be
surveyed in Jasper County and obtained the needed data
from official school records .
The blank forms ,vhich the writer used are included
in the appendix of this study.

The general nature and

source. of the data gathered were as follows:

7

A. Record of the Jasper County Superintendent ' s

office from 1933 to 1943,

Grade distribution

of the pupils enrolled in the rural and in the

t own and consolidated elementary schools for
1942-4:3 session.

B. Records of the Texas Public School Directories ,
Austin, Texas , for the years 1933- 41.

c.

Records of the United States Census report for
1930-40,

D. Toe Texas Educational Survey Report by A.B. Work
for 1940, Volume F .
E. The Public School Laws of the State of Texas , 1941.

Method of Procedure
The nomative survey method was employed in gaLhering
data ~or this thesis .

'l'his method may utilize a number

of tools and procedures, such as; questionnaires , tests,
checklists, rating scales and interviews .

The writer

employed only two of these procedures , namely, the
questionnaire, prepared for this study, and the interview,

Questionnaires prepared for the study were taken ·

8

to each of the thirteen schools in Jasper County.
The writer spent approximately three or four hours
at each school observing the physical plant, heating
system, teaching techniques , and library facilities .
At least one person, usually the principal, was interviewed on every occasion.

The data received were

then summarized and tabulated by the writer.

9

Chapter II
BRIEF HIST011Y OF J ASf wR COUiITY
Loc~tion - In the piney wood belt of South East
Texas , level to rolling is 987 square miles of territory
called c.T asper County, named in honor ow Uilliam Jasper ,
a hero of the American ~evolution.
Jasper County elevation ranges from 100 to 200 feet
above sea level and is drained by the Neches River on the
west and the Angelina River on the North West.
Because of the fertility and variety of the soil
of Jasper County, ~he crops are many and of varied kinds.
For instance , one may find gro•idng on the dark alluv:ial
bottom land acres of sugar cane, and again on the sandy
loam regions, one may find numerous acres of sweet potatoes
and other variety of food products .
Cattle raising and lumbering are the chief industries
of Jasper County.

However, the county boasts of having

some minerals, such as oil, gas , brick clay, sand and
6

limestone.
Educational Background - The writer was unable to
find an:,r written data on the educational background of Jasper
County.

Therefore he was compelled to rely

upon the in-

6 . Texas Almanac - A. H. Celo Corporation Publisher, Dallas,
1941-42 p . 464- 465.
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formation received through interviews .

The information

was received from four Jasper County superintendents,
three of whom are ex-superintendents whose terms of office
date back to 1929.

They state that Jasper County

educational system was initiated in 1836, the year in which
the county was organized.

During this time, Jasper town

was established and served as the center of Jasper County
ponulation.

In keeping with the general desirl:?s of Texans during
that period two schools were established at Jasper, Texas, one
for the whites and later a school for colored children.
The colored school was a one-room :frane ouilding capable of
housing twenty pupils .

Eut today, the one-room school

has been replaced by a fairly modern twelve room building
with twelve teachers, and there are twelve other schools
7

for Negroes located throughout the county.

7.

Information obtained through interviews with
Ex- County Superintendents of Jasper County, R. M.
Miller, V. o. Easly and T. o. Walters , Jasper
County, Texas
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Chapter II!

ffi~ANIZATION AND ADUINISTRATION
NEGRO SCHOOLS

CF JASPER COUNTY

The state of Texas is charged with the duty of
setting up an effective school system and is by implication given the right to provide such local

and

intermediate organizations as will contribute to the
achievement of the educational purposes.

Therefore

Jasper County has a county board of education, composed
of a corporate body of men and women selected under legal
provisions of the constitution of the State Of Texas to
direct the program of education within the county.
These board members are elected by the popular votes
of the citizens within Jasper County.

They are so

organized that the terms of all the members do not expire
at the same time.

In a five-member board, three members

are elected at one election and two are elected two years
later.

In some instances, a six-member board may be

elected for three years with one-third going out every
8

year.
Duties of county board - The county board has general
charge of the educational program of the schools within the

8. Jaggers, R. E. Administering the County School System,
New York; 1934, p . 12, 13 , 21.
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district's territorial jurisdiction;

it determines

the general educational policies of the countJ ; it
exercises leadership in the matter of adjusting or
organizing districts; it leads in setting up goals
of attainment for schools, determines in a measure
t h e training level of teachers to be employed and
aalary level.

The county board of education sets up rules and
regulations for the conduct of the schools.

It determines

the length of school terms and school days, the length
of the curriculum classification and promotion of the pupils
and holidays to be observed.
The county board of education has charge of buildings and
grounds of the schools under its jurisdiction.

Buildings

are planned, located and built under the administration of
the county board, and are paid for out of receipts from taxes
levied on the county-at-large.

The county board of education has the responsi~ility
of making the budget under the leadership of the county
superintendent.
Wade Griggs, the county superintendent of Jasper
County was elected in 1938 by the popular wtes of the

13

citizens of Jasper County for a term of four years .
His duties are to direct the program of financial
administration, plan the building program, select the
equipment for the schools , direct the classification
and progress of pupils, organize and adopt the curricula
and plan consolidation.

In addition to these duties,

the county superintendent must direct the accounting
system for the schools and make all reports to the state
9

superintendent and state board of education.
The county supervisor of Negro Schools in Jasper

County is !'rs . Barbara Kebe ', who has under her direct
supervision ten of the thirteen Negro Schools of Jasper
County.

The other three schools are situated in independent

districts , and thus are not directly under her supervision.
Out of thirteen Negro Public Schools in Jasper
County, there are only one classified four-year
high school and one classified junior high school .

The

remaining schools are ·either elementary or unclassified
two-year ond f'our- year schools; three of these offer
training through the twelfth grade , four offer training
through the elevent,:r gi:ede, one offers training through the
ninth grade, and three offer training through the eighth grade .

9 . Op . Cit . p . 24 - 35 .
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These lat~er are eight grade elementary schools.
The preceeding description gives a complete pict~e
of the schools of Jasper County.

l.5

Table I

The number of' Teachers and Their Training,
According to Schools
Years of' Training

School.

Number of
Teachers

One

Two

Three

Jasner

12

l

2

1

8

Grant.

7

-

2

1

4

Call

7

-

-

1

6

Bessmav

6

-

-

1

5

WAlnUt Hill

4

Kirbvville

3

Brookland

3

Magnolia
Sorinus

2

~~~Jc

Cle~
QAlc

Hill

2
2

--

-

1

2

1

-

-

3

-

1

1

1

-

-

-

2

-

2

-

1

l

-

-

2

-

1

Vernon

2

Rock

1

-

2
5 3

1

Rill.

l.f11-1'-f" ,..,..oolr

Total

Four or
a de~ee

-7

.I

II

-

10

2

35

..
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Table I shows that thirty- five or about sixtysix percent of the teacbers employed in the Jasper
County Negro Schools hold degrees, and that there is
not a teacher employed in the Negro Schools of Jasper
County who has not had at least one year of college
10
training.

10. Office of the Jasper County Superintendent

TABLE Il
Teachers and Tenures
Years Tenure

Number of Teachers

25-29

3

20-24

5

15-19

7

10-14

13

s-

9

10

o-

4

15

Total

53

Table II indicates that pr~cally one-fourth of the
teachers employed in the Jasper County Negro Schools have
had between ten and fifteen years of teaching experience,
and that fifteen teachers have had f"rom no years to four
years of teachir.g experience.

ll

There were ten new teachers in the Jasper County
Negro schools dlll'itg the current year ending May 1943, but
in each instance, the Jeanes teacher reports that these

ten new teachers are doing a satisf•ctory service. Four
of these teachers were having their first experience in

11. Records of County Superintendent Office 1942-1943, and
Questionnaires.
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teaching; h owever their beginning service was satisfact ory.
It is interesting to note that of the fifty- three
teachers only thr~e have been in service from twentyfive t o t hirty years ;

seven have been in service

fift een to twenty years; five have been in service
twenty to twenty- five years, and ten of the fifty- three
Negro teachers of ~asper County have been in service from
five to ten years .
Table I II
Teachers and Experience

~Y_e~ar;:;.. ;::;s__o_f-=
E=xo
~e~r_i~e~n_c~e____..,_ _ _ _ __ l_i_um
_ b_e_r_.Qf._Teachers
30- 32

3

27- 29

0

24- 26

4

21- 23

3

18- 20

5

15-17

6

12-14

---➔

7
6

6- 8

8

3- 5

4

G- 2
Total

53

6

Table III shows that there are only six teachers out

20

of the fifty-three teachers employed in the Jasper County
Negro schools who have had less than three years of
teaching experience.
Teaching Personnel

There are fifty-three teachers employed by the county
and independent district boards to provide
public i~truction for the 1,468 Negro Scholastics enrolled

in the thirteen Negro public schools throughout tbe COYti-try.
This gives an average

at about twenty eight. pupils per

teacher.

Table IV
Institutions Represented

Colle es

N

4
::i

n

6

B
k

Allen

2

53

l 0

21

Table DI shows that approximately fifty-one percent of all the teache""s employed in the Jasper County
Negro Schools have been trained at Prairie View College,
only state- supported college for Negroes , and that all
the teachers employed in the Negro Schools in Jasper
County with exception of 1. 9 percent were trained in
Texcs schools .

Several implications may be given

for these teachers choosing to obtain their training
in the schools of Texas .

3ince any reason given

by the writer in this would be only a matter of
conjecture, he does not attempt to assign one.
Table V
Salaries of Teachers
Salfil:.Y._
:,t;

-

Nu.rnber of Teachers

1575.00

1170100
1060100
967, 50
940. 00
-~22,so
920. 00
913 . 00
904. 00
900, 00
860. 00
840, 00
832. 00

.

-

-

•.

820. 00

1
3
1
3

-

I

1
1

l
1
1
3
4

-

1
5

1
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Table V
Salaries of Teachers
N
• umb er

S alar"'
,Y

_.:!?

.o~o____
; ;.
78Q...00
Bi...,,o.....

of· ,.,,l.each ers
4

------------8=--------

775. 00
-y-·-----·--~8 . 00__ _ _ _ _ _ _
2
740. 00
1
724 Ou
720 00
2
70000
2
--~7~~~~~ 0 ~ 0 ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - -2. . ! : - . - - - - - 30. uo
2
600. 00
2
,?,l, 52· • 00
53
C'ne can readily see from Table V that twenty- one of

- -----.;;-1--------

the fifty:-three school teachers of Jasper County receive
salaries ranging from
pt.rcert
On

8L0. 00 to $1565.

This is 3S . 7

o: tht fifty- three teachers of Jasper County.

the other han~, 50. 9' of the teachers ' salaries range

from 'p820. 00 to ~600. 00 and five or 9 . 4~ of the fiftythree teachers in the Jasper County Negro Schools receive
~832. 00 as a tctal yearly salary.

These figures indicate

thDt over one-half of the teachers in Jasper County receive
far below the salary scale of tr.estate, for teachers
accredited schools .

in non-

The salary for a teacher holding ad

bachelor ' s degree and teaching in an accredited school is
12

$967 . 50 for nine months .
But in all state aid schools , the salary (minimum) is
~100. 00 for teachers in two-year and four- year schools of
13

nine months .
12. State De~artment of Education Bulletin# 409 , 1940- 41
13. r.>id.
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State Financial Support
The public schools of Jasper County get approximately one-half of their support from the state of
Texas

and

one-half' from local taxes.

The sources of income of the state for available
school funds are as follows:
1 . "One-fourth of the revenue derived from
the state occupation taxes and poll tax
of one dollar on every inhabitant of
the state between the ages of twenty-one and
thirty years, shall be set apart
annually for the benefit of the public
free schools, and in addition thereto,
there shall be levied and collected
an annual ad velorem state tax of such
an amount not to exceed thirty-five cents
on the one hundred valuation."
2. "The legislature may authorize an

additional ad v al".>rem tax to be levied
and collected within all school
districts formed or may be formed
for the further maintenance of public
free schools, and for the erection
14
and equipment of school building therein. 11

3. "Interest from the investment in the per-

manent school fund, which amounts to
approximately $80,000,000 derived from
the sale of public domains set aside for
the public schools of the state of Texas
by the constitution of 1876. "

4.

"In addition to the above regular sources,
the legislature may at its discretion
appropriate any amount from the state's
general fund into the available school
fund."
·

14. Woodruff, H. Grady - The Constituion of The
State of Texas - 1935 p. 54, 55.

24

s. "Finally in addition to the taxes, there
are special appropriations made biennually by
the Legislature to rural schools that meet
certain requirements:

Usually appropriations

are made to match the federal funds for

vocational education."
Local support -

Local support of public schools comes

largely from taxation of local enterprises within

said district and is limited to $1. 00 on each
15
$100.00 valuation.

15. Annual Report of the Comptroller Public Accounts
of The State of Texas, Austin, Texas, August,
1940; P• 7-23.

Chapter
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THE RELA""ION 0.:-' THE SCHOOLS TO THZ SCHCLA3TICS

Number of schools - There are thirteen "{egro
Public schools in Jasper County that provide instruction
for 1,468 scholastics.

Four of these schools offer

training through the twelfth grade, five through the
ninth grade and three are eighth- grade elementary
schools.
Table VI

Enrollment of Schools by Sexes

Schools

-.

I

Bovs

~Tasoer

Girls

Total

?,30

232

462

62

68

130

86

110

196

Vernon

24

lo

40

Walnut Hill

55

42

97

Huff Creek

'Z7

28

55

Magnolia Sprjggs

?.1

<")4

/.f;

Oak HjlJ

-18

1R

36

Kii:b~Qli J lg

.-aa
552

590

Bessmai
CRll

-

Total carried forward

fi?.

-

86

1146

26

Table VI ( Continued)
Enrollment of School by Sexes
Schools
otal brought
f rw rd
Gr n

R

Bos

Girls

552

590

46

9

83

86

Hi 1

4

6

Clear Cree

6

6

Broo land

36

1

698

770

Total

Total

20

1468

From table VI one can readily see that over one-half'
of the Jasper County schools scholastics are ~entered
in four of the thirteen schools of the county~

Jasper,

Call, Grant and Bessmay.
The table reveals another significant fact, that there
are 2.4 percent more girls enrolled in the Jasper County
Negro schools than tliere are boys.

Effect of ChallteS in School Population
A

gradual decrease in the Negro school population

in the common and independent school districts of Jasper
16
County is taking place:
Table VII
l.7
School Population by Years

Sehool. Session

School PooulAtion

1933 - Js934

11851

1934 - 1935

1.084

1935 - 1936

1.773

1936 - 1937

1-7~

1937 - l.938

1.736

1938 - 1939

1.769

1939 - 1940

1.743

1940 - 1941

1,749

1941 - 1942
1942 - 1943

1.468

This decline in the Jasper County Public School
population may be attributed to one cause, migration and
migration may be prompted by economical insecurity.
16. Texas School Directory (Public) 1933-43.
17. Office of the Jasper County Superintendent May, 1943.

From Table VII, one may readily see that
during 1933- 34 was 1 . 26 times the present scholastic
enrollment, and the greatest decline in school population
in Jasper County was in the year of 1934-35.

Table VIII
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Type of Equipment

-

---~---- - --
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- - .
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--
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From the check of the items listed in table
VIII, one would get the impression that all of the
Negro schools of Jasper County have an adequat..e
amount of books and a sufficient supply of blackboards .

However, this is not true .

The writer visited

the schools of Jasper County, and noted that all

the

schools do have some types of blackboards, but many
are unfit for use .

The supply of text-books is

inadequate , and in many instances s tudents must wait
several hours after entering school before they are
supplied with books .

In many instanc~s, these text-

books are out of date .
The libraries of the Jasper County schools are far
below the standard.

In many cases where schools list

200 to 250 books, in the library, these books are
duplications of the regular text-books already in
the hands of the pu Jils .
1

Still other schools indicate that they have access
to the use of the county wide circulation of 1500 library
books,

The vast territory

is one of the factors which

prevents the circulatinff library from being a success .
Bad weather, which makes the roads leading to many of these
schools impossible, and the connnon demand for certain books
at· the same time, are other reasons for failure .
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Many of the classrooms are uncomfortable throughout
the winter because of insufficient heat and because of the size of the classroom, which is usuall y
out of proportion to the size and c&pacity of the
heater to give suf'ficient heat and to bring the room
to a temperature of 68 degrees and above .
Lighting - It is disappointing to know that there
have been no provisions for lighting tr-e schools of
Jasper County on dark, foggy, and rainy days , during
which time the light of the sun usually is obscured for
days at a time .

3ome of the Negro schools of Jasper

County have no l i ghts whatsoever.

Some use oil lam, s ,

and only two schools in Jasper County have electric lights .
There are no electric bulbs provided by either the state
or county.
~.ri th regard to maps , there are only those which are

either out- of-date or tattered and worn.

The seats

are discarded structures which have been used by other
groups .
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Table IX
The Length of School Term

Name of school

Length of school terms

Jasner

9 months

Bessmay

9 months

Rock Hill

9 months

Grant

9 months

.:£!nlon

8 months

Walnut Hill

8 months

Creek

8 months

Huff'

Oak Hill

8 months

Magnolia Snrinus

8 months

Call

8 months

Clear Creek

8 months

Brookland

8 months

Kirbvville

8 months

Table IX shows that the majority of the Negro schools
in Jasper County provide only eight months of instructon
for their pupils .

The one high school, Jasper, the one

junior high school, Bessmay, and two elementary schools
provide nine months of training for tbeir pupils.

These

schools only represent approximately one third of the
total number of Negro schools in Jasper County.
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Table X
Ages and Attendance
J>Tumber in age
group

A(-;es

l•!umber attending
school

Percentage
in s chool

- 373

290

77 7

-11

285

245

85

12 -14

325

290

8. •2

15 -17

310

268

86 4

18 - 20

31§_

278

6 - 8

2

21 - 23
Total

147
1 , 0 56

--

97
1 , 468

87 . 9

68
79. 2

Table X reveals that out o:: the 373 students that are
in the age

gr(?UP

6- 8 only 77. 7 percent at tend school ; ·of

the 285 student s in age from nine to el even, only eighty
five per cent attend s chool; there appears to be an incr ease
in the attendance of the age level in which the students from
twelve to fourteen fall.

Hov,ever one may readil y see that

the lowest in percentage is group twenty- one t o t, ,enty three .
This may indicate that at these ages , the pupils are compelled
to drop out of school f or econo~ic reasons or that the s chool
no longer attracts the pupil s of this age.
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Chapter V
The Accessibility of the Schools
to the Scholastics

F i gure I
Location of Wecrro Schools in Jasper
Coun~/

o ~ock Hill

o1rant

Oak Hil

Walnut Hill

Leeend
Paved roads

35

The Accessibili ty of the Schools to the
Scholastics
In this chapter, the writer is attempting to show
where the schools are located and how they maybe reached
by the scholastics, who are to a great extent scattered
over the county.
Location of schools - Jasper High School is located
one mile from the court house s.uare on highway #190.

It

maybe reached any time of the year and during any kind of
weather.

The road leading to it is hard surfaced.

Bessmay Jl.lfil2£ High School

is located in the Bessmay

Community into which a hard surfaced road leads from state
highway# 96 .

However from the termination of this hard

surfaced road, a dirt road begins, leading to the school
building.

The dirt road may become impassable several

minutes after a heavy rain because of the low places .
Call County Line School is situated one mile east of
Call tovm and the to\'m. is approximately three miles from
highway# 96 .

A

swamp between the school and town makes the

school inaccessible during rainy season of the year .
Kirbyyille School

is located approximately three

miles from the center of Kirb·rville town, and ora must travel
over a dirt road ·which is poor-ly kept to reach the school
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The road leading ~o the Kirbyville School is overflowed during heavy rains which makes the school less
easy to reach during the rainy season.
1

!alnut Hill School is located in the Magnolia

Spr·ings Cormnunity far removed from highway //:96.

In

order to reach Vialnut Hill School, one must tr~vel
over poorly kept dirt roads which of themselveo
are impassable at certain seasons of the year.

MaP,'no1~· a S2rinc- School

is located eleven miles

southwest of Jasper, Texas and may be reached over a
hard surfaced country road, but this road runs in such
directions as to be of little value to the schol astics ,
for most of the scholastics live due west of this road,
and are compelled to travel trails, in many instances ,
to reach the school.

These trails lead over a number of

small streams; therefore during the rainy weather, these
streams are impassable or not crossable .
Oak Hill School

is located in the Southweste~n part

of Jaspe1 County, twenty miles from Jasper.

This school

serves a typical rural connnunity and is therefore situated
in the woods, with no well defined road leading to it.
The scholastics of Oak Hill School reach the school by
way of trails; this in itself is undesirabl e and inclement
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weather does not help the situation.
Clear Creek School

is located approximately four

miles from Roganville town and must be reached over a
dirt road.

Because of the nature of the soil and the

amount of up- keep this dirt road is more nearly passable
during the rainy season than the dry season.

The

depth of the sand in dry weather prevents free movement .
Rock Hill School is located nine miles south of
Jasper and approximately four miles from highway # 96 .
The road leading from highway# 96 to the school is a
poorly kept dirt road, a mile of which has never been
graded.

Holes and washes Make for difficulty in travel

during the rainy season of the year .
Brookland School

is located approximately twenty

miles due north Jasper of highway #96, and is easily
reached during all seasons of the year.
Huff Creek School
of Jasper.

is located nine miles northeast

In order to reach the school, one must travel

over approximately seven miles of dirt road.

The dirt road

leads through swamps and across streams that overflow
during the rainy season of the year.
the scholastics of the

At the same time ,
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Huff Creek School in many instances must cross these
streams on foot-logs , which are q_uite hazardous .
Vernon County Line Schoolis far removed with
respect to Jasper town, thirty- seven miles more or less
in the northwest part of Jasper County.

In order to

reach this school , one must travel approximately twenty
miles over highway #63 , then west over a rocky CCC road
to a distance on mile of the school.

There a nar·o~1.

road leading southv,est must be followed to reach the
school.

The nature of the country and the condition of

the roads make it very dif:flcult for the scholastics to
reach the school at any ti~e during the school yeer .
Grµ,nt School

is located approximGtely seven miles

southwest of Jasper in a wooded portion of the country.
Ct:

In order to reach the Grant School, one must go due
west on highway #63 , to within five miles oZ the school.
One mile south is a dirt road which leads to the school.
This road leads over streams which overflow during the
rainy season; therefore this road is inaccessible at
certain seasons .
It is interesting to note that the total enrollment
of the Grant School is 193 and only twenty-one of this
one hundred ninety-three live within two miles of the
school.

The other students must be transferred daily

to and from school.
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Table XI
Distances Traveled by
1,4 8 Pupils

Miles

Kumber of PU!1ils

Under 1 mile

Pert"PrtSQ'e of Punils

1095

75

miles

224

15

3 to 5 miles

83

6

6 to 8 miles

33

2

11 miles

25

?.

12 to 14 miles

6

Less than 1%

Over 15 miles

2

Less than 1%

1 to

9 to

~

It is obsArved from toble XI that seventy-five percent
of the scholastics attending the N'er;ro schools in Jasper
County live within one mile of the school which they attended;
fifteen percent live between one mile and two miles; six
percent live between three and five miles; two percent
live between six and eight miles; two percent live between nine and eleven miles and less than one percent
of the pupils live between twelve and fourteen, and over
fifteen miles .
!~ethod of Transportation - There are only five buses
in the entire county to transport twenty- five percent of
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the 1 , 468 scholastics that attend the thirteen
Negro s~hools of Jasper County.

Some of these buses

have to make two trips going and c omirg in order
to get all of the children to and from school.

These

children are not picked u~ at their homes , because
the roads usually do not extend that far .

The students

who live either six or eight miles often have to wal k
one or two before catching the bus .

During the winter

season, these students are certain to be absent from
school, because of the heavy rains .

If the pupil

is fortunate enough to reach the bus line in time , he
still stands a chance of being late to school because

of

the bad roads .
The roads in Jasper County which connect the county
seat with the other tovms are exceptionally good.

The

roads which lead to the Negro Schools are good but inadequate .

Since they are not serviced often, they are

usually impassible after a rain.
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Table XII

Conditions Affecting Attendancos
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Table XII shows that eleven of the thirteen Negro
Schools in Jasper County reported sickness as the cause
for the greatest number of absentees; ten schools
indicated economic

comition as the greatest cause

for absentees, and lack of interest and weather
condition are listed by three schools.
It is the general opinion of educators and
all who have some contribution to make toward the
education of the Negroes, that the economic comition
has always been his greatest handicap.

If the child

has not the wearing apparel, he must stay home.
the child's parents are economically insecure, he
will not have the proper wearing apparel.

If
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Summary, Co~clusion and qecormnendation
1. There are thirteen Ne~ro Schools in Jasper CountJ,
all of which are of frame construction.
2. The majority of the schools were found to be in
need o~ a fresh coat of paint within and without .
3. Little or no play ground equipment was ~ound at the
thirteen schools of Jasper County.
4 . Host of the teachers of Jasper County receive inadequate salaries, although their salaries have been
raised in the last few years .

s.

The school attendance was found to be hindered by
the

oor condition of the roads leading to the

Negro schools .
6. There was found to be a decrease in the nu.'1iber
of children attending school as they advanced in age,
which was due to economic reasons .
7 . The teaching experience of the teachers of Jasper
County ranged from zero to thirty years .
8 . There are 1,a68 pupils enrolled in the thirteen Negro
public schools of Jasper County.
9. There are only five buses for the transporting of three
hundred and forty-three school children in the Jasper
County Negro School .
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10.

The Negro scho1astics live less than one mile
to fifteen miles from the schoo1 to which they
attend.
Conclusion
Education in Jasper County is inadequate for the

1,468 scholastics, in Jasper County, and shall continue
to be unless the followi ng conditions are improved:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

6.
7.

8.

9.

10.

i2:

13.
14.

Salaries of teachers.
School building
Training of teachers
Beautiful schools and grounds
Declining population
Attendance of pup ils
Bad roads
Equipment
Length of school term
Libraries
Organization
Lighting and heating
Drinking water supply
Transportation
Recommendat ion

In consideration of the facts revelaed in this
study, the writer hereby makes the following recommendatim s:
1 . That better school buildings be provided
for the Negroes of Jasper County.
2 . That the school buildings Will be better

equipped.

3. That recreation equipment be provided
for all schools of Jasper County.
4 . That at least one gymnasium will be built
in the county, preferable at Jasper , Texas.
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5 . That all schools have general
science , chemistry, and biology
be provided with a laboratory and
laboratory equipment with which
to teach these su1)j ects effectively.
6 . That all teachers in Jasper County
Negro school s receive salaries in
commensurate with their training.
7 . Thot all schools be provided with
instructional materials and better
te3ching devices .
8 . That during this crisis as at all times,
parents should be urged to keep their
children in school at all ti~es .
9 . That agriculture , civics and home
economics be taw.ht in the rural
schools as v,ell
in the urban
schools .

as

10. That more effort be exerted on the
part of the county board, county superintendent , and local educators toward

bettering the present educatio~ of
Ne~roes throughout Jasper Cour.ty.

11. That more and bette r transportation

facilities be ~roviued by the county
for the transporting .of the .scholastics
to the school that they attend.

12. Th3t manual art be tau~ht in the rural
schools as well as in the urban schools
of Jasper County.
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Appendix A
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PLEASE Fll.L IN THE F0I.J..O"IING BLANKS WITH THE

DESIRED INFORMATION
Name of school ••••••••••••••••••••••••.•• Location •••••••••••
Distance from nearest high school •••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Name of principal •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Type of school. Check one: One year high school( _ _ ), Two
year(_) , Three ye PJ.' ( _ _ ) •

Fotrr· year high school (
) Element ary school (_ _ ).
If Elementcry school, list grades taught ••••••••••• • •••••••
Classification by the State Department of Education ••• • ••••

Number of pupils enrolled by grades : 1st grade boys •••••••••
gir1s •••••• 2nd grade boys ••••••••••• girls ••••••••• 3rd grade
boys •••••••• gir1s ••••••• 4th grade boys •••••••••• girl s ••••••

5t h grade hoys •••••••••• girls ••••••• 6th grade boys ••••••••••
girls ••••••• ?th grade boys •••••••••• girls ••••••• Bth grade
boys ••••••• girls •••••• 9th grade boys •••••••• girl s •• !••••••
10th grade boys ••••••• girls ••••• llth grade boys ••••••• girls •
• • • • • • 12th

grade boys ••• , •.• •••• girls •• , ••• • , •••••• ,,, ••••••

Number of "teachers employed •·•••••••·•·••••• salary •••••••••
Number of classes taught

by each teacher•••••••·•••••••••••

Number of books in library•••••··••••••·•••••·•·•·••••••••·•
List of subjects taught by each teacher ••••·••••••••••·•••••
Number of buses for transportation••••·•••••••••••••••••••••
Number of pupils t r ansported by each bus••••••••••••••••••••

Distance covered by each bus •••••••••••···••••··••··•••·••••
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Average daily attendance ••••••••••••••••••••·•••••••••••••
Causes of greatest number of absentees ••••••••••••••••••••
List the t r aining and experience of each teacher :

1 yr •••

2 -yrs ••••••••••••• • 3 yrs •••••••••••••••••••••••••• • •••••••

Please check items that are available :

Proper heating

system ( _ _ ) .-1.dequate ventilation ( ____ )

sufficien:t

recre ntion equipment( _ _ _ _ ) .
List the length of school term •••••••••••••• len5 th of school
days • ••• • ••••••••••••••••••••••••• • •.• . ••• • •••• . • • •.••••••••
Remarks • •••••••• ~ •• . •••••.• • •.• . • . ••••••.•••••••••••••••••••

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• • • • • • •• • •• • •• • •• • ••• • •• ••• • •• •• •
• • •• •• • • •• • • • • • • • • • •• • • • •• • • • • • •• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• • •• • •

• • • • • • •• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ••

• ••••

•• • • • • •• • • • • • • • • •• • • • • • • •

